PREFACE

illicit pregnancy by saying she had conceived of the Holy Ghost,
we should know what to think: a remark which would never have
occurred to him had he been properly taught how the story was
grafted on the gospel), yet somehow they are used only against
poor men, and that only in a half-hearted way. When we con-
sider that from the time when the first scholar ventured to whisper
as a professional secret that the Pentateuch could not possibly
have been written by Moses to the time within my own recollec-
tion when Bishop Colenso, for saying the same thing openly, was
inhibited from preaching and actually excommunicated., eight
centuries elapsed (the point at issue, though technically interest-
ing to paleographers and historians, having no more bearing on
human welfare than the controversy as to whether uncial or
cursive is the older form of writing); yet now, within fifty years
of Colenso's heresy, there is not a Churchman of any authority
living, or an educated layman, who could without ridicule declare
that Moses wrote the Pentateuch as Pascal wrote his Thoughts or
D'Aubigny his History of the Reformation, or that St Jerome
wrote the passage about the three witnesses in the Vulgate, or
that there are less than three different accounts of the creation
jumbled together in the book of Genesis. Now the maddest Pro-
gressive will hardly contend that our growth in wisdom and
liberality has been greater in the last half century than in the six-
teen half centuries preceding: indeed it would be easier to sustain
the thesis that the last fifty years have witnessed a distinct re-
action from Victorian Liberalism to Collectivism which has per-
ceptibly strengthened the State Churches. Yet the fact remains
that whereas Byron's Cain, published a century ago, is a leading
case on the point that there is no copyright in a blasphemous
book, the Salvation Army might now include it among its publi-
cations without shocking anyone.

I suggest that the causes which have produced this sudden
clearing of the air include the transformation of many modern
States, notably the old self-contained French Republic and the
tight little Island of Britain, into empires which overflow the
frontiers of all the Churches. In India, for example, there are less
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